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Quote of the Quarter:  At a committee Meeting F***K it I’m not chasing people!—Sam Parsons 

Mandy wrote a piece in our newsletter a 
couple of years ago, she was conquering 
the portables at Leyland Court doing 
really well but not making her ultimate aim 
of jumping the crocodile.   But look here 
she is!! : 
Here is a photo of Shansi and me jumping 

the crocodile, although I don’t look very professional, I think I was trying so hard to get him over it.  
Bless him, he stopped the first time, he had to have a look, but I find with Shansi if I ignore him he usu-
ally jumps it the second time, which I am proud to say he did, and kept on doing so.   I get much so 
much advice to say hit him, but I find that makes him worse and at the end of the day we all know our 
own horse,  I was proud that we did it without an instructor, I just hired the arena with a friend.  We had 
really good fun.  I have been feeling a little despondent lately that Shansi has not been the same since 
his back injury.  He has been shaking his head in canter which has put me off competing in dressage, 
but I did an Alex rally a couple of weeks ago that I thoroughly enjoyed.  He said he will come right it just 
takes time.  I had a great lesson and now feel a bit more positive, So I won’t give up!  Mandy Lee 

My Riding Holiday in Andalucia 
(My first ever riding holiday without my own horse) 
In an effort to put a positive spin on finding myself horseless yet again, I decided to have a 
riding holiday in Southern Spain.  I went with Mary, a friend who used to compete at Endur-
ance Riding and who has since ridden in various far flung parts of the world with companies 
like 'In the Saddle'; and we booked with Horseriding Spain, based near Malaga. 
We have just returned from a lovely week, with good horses, good views and PERFECT 
weather.  Our holiday included transport to and from Malaga airport; accommodation with 
breakfast and packed lunch, and 5 days of 4-5 hours in the saddle each day.  The owners of 
the business, Giles and Miranda (English and Dutch respectively),  based in old converted 
marble factory buildings in a steep valley in the town of Coin, were friendly and professional 
and obviously took great care of their dozen horses. 
Mary and I benefitted from going out of season - it was cheaper, quieter and greener.  We 
were the only two that week and on arrival were offered a studio apartment each, which was 
an unexpected bonus.  Breakfast was brought to us each day at 8.30, and we went to the 
stables for 10.00.  Again, 
being out of season, we 
rode different horses 
most days, which gave 
us variety and gave each 
horse an easier 
week.  It's a good job 
Giles and Miranda are 
not in the business of 
selling their horses, or 
the big 4 year old iron 
grey Spanish mare I am 
on in the photo might 
have been in my cabin 
bag on the return flight 
(and this despite my not 
wanting a 4 year old, a 
grey, a mare or a horse 
of 16.1hh!). 
Living in the Cotswolds 
and always being used to 
country riding with miles of cantering, I did have to accept the urban start and finish of each 
route, and the miles of walking owing to the hardness of the tracks and the amount of stones 
(although Mary, as a hardened riding holiday taker, was not surprised).  I also had to get used 
to my horse being led away immediately on my return from each ride, while I was ushered to 
a sunbed by the pool and provided with drinks and tapas in the warm afternoon sun-
shine.  More ticks can be given for the long, scenic routes, incorporating rides along river 
beds and then right up into the hills, offering stupendous views of Andalucia in crystal clear 
and warm Winter sunlight.  The odd short, sharp gallop on keen and capable horses was 
quite fun too!  Julie Dickens 

Message from the Chair 
Hello everyone and a belated Happy New Year. Let’s hope 
for less rain and plenty of SUNSHINE  in 2013! 
Welcome to all our members old and new, we held our 
AGM in January and it was brilliant to see so many people 
there, the hall was full to capacity with standing room at the 
back. Thank you all for coming. Awards went to Aimee 
Conlon for all the hard work she does for us, both on her 
horse and off. Joy Smart took the Dressage Glass for her 
massive input into all aspects of our dressage, which is 
going from strength to strength. Anne Johnstrup took the 
Members cup for her dressage progress resulting in repre-
senting us at the R.C. Nationals. Sara Ayres was given the 
Anne Brown Bursary for her progress and support with her 
lovely mare Grace.  Caroline Campbell-Hill was given a free 
rally for all her involvement and progress with our Intro 
Group. And last but not least the Team cup went to our 
Intermediate Show Jumpers who came 3rd at the R.C. Na-
tional Championships: Genevieve Wilkes, Karen Gobey, 
Aimee Conlon and Leanne Webber. Well done everyone. It 
was proposed and accepted that the committee would be re
-elected as they were. And a big THANK YOU goes to 
those ladies who do their best to make our club friendly and 
successful. We will fight over the jobs at our next committee 
meeting! 
This year will be full of all the usual rallies, camps and Rid-
ing club competitions, so get yourselves sorted out and 
come and join in with something that you fancy doing. If you 
are feeling a bit nervous about it have a chat with the rally 
organiser, manager, committee member  or me – we will 
look after you PROMISE! Keep an eye out for information in 
the newsletter and on our website and if there is something 
that you want to do that is not included let us know. 
Our annual One Day Event will be on June 8th (weather 
permitting), so put the date in your diary. As always we 
need lots of willing happy helpers so please contact Helen 
Abraham (not me this time) if you would like to put your 
name down. 
We are in the process of spring cleaning our website.  
Michelle Hopton has taken it under her wing and we will 
have a new look soon. So if you have any ideas or com-
ments please contact her (details in committee list). 
Many of you will know William Miflin, he has been a friend 
of B&D for a long time. And some of you will also know that 
he is very poorly. We recently sent a donation towards an i 
pad for him. Our love and best wishes go to William and his 
family. 
I also need to say a personal farewell to my lovely little grey 
horse who died suddenly just before Christmas - Thank You 
Pepper for all the good times xxx. 
Ending on a happy note, congratulations to Rachel Sheldon 
on the birth of Thomas Richard Sheldon  who was born on 
the 16th Jan weighing 5lb 11.  What a trooper! She will be 
back teaching at Pontispool camp on March 14th!! 
Regards, Zillah 

I did it!  



B&D  Serious Trekkers!! 

Berkeley and District Riding club now have their own Facebook Page.  Thanks to Sian Coles the page is fully interactive for any of our 
members who wish to join.  Lots of rally information, results from members events and general news is updated daily. We look forward to 
members comments and particularly photos from around the club.  To visit the group page, visit; www.facebook.com Search "Berkeley& 
District Riding club" and click on the page. If you are not already a member of Facebook it really is very easy and works from computers, 
tablets and smart phones.  Any queries Jayne Meehan (07887 600110) or Sian Coles (07974 740054) will be very happy to help. 

 
 
 

West Wilts, Sunday 18 November  2012 
Team show jumping - when we arrived we were greeted by Katie 
and most of the riding club! I couldn't help but look around to see if 
anyone else looked as nervous as I did (this made me feel worse 
as everyone else seemed rather calm) apparently it was time to go 
and look at the course!! When I think back to how big it looked last 
year this year didn't seem too bad at all and I managed to walk the 
course with the rest of my team without too many negative 
thoughts! 
We had 3 teams entered in total and there were several clear 
rounds - luckily I was last to go in my team and the other 3 mem-
bers all jumped clear so the pressure was off and luckily I man-
aged to follow suit and also jumped clear (although the comments 
when I came out were all the same - “well done, but it needs to be 
more forward”) this meant my team went through to the 2nd round 
on zero faults so we were all over the moon!! We all then met at 
Karen Gobeys lorry for lunch (although I couldn't eat as I was still 
too nervous) thanks to everyone that brought food as it all looked 
delicious! Once everyone had filled their tummies Katie announced 
that it was time to walk the course for the 2nd round and we all 
(some of us more reluctantly than others) followed her to the indoor 
school! Now I know I said compared to last year the first round 
didn’t look so bad, well that's definitely not the same feeling I had 

when I saw the 2nd round!! Nevertheless I walked it with the rest of my team and Katie who was trying her best to keep us all positive! The 2nd round went 
really well and Sue, also in my team, and I jumped another clear round, this time much more forward.  There was a 3rd round but we both decided to end on 
a good note and neither of us jumped off! It was such a well organised day thanks to all the supporters and of course Katie! It shows that with the improve-
ment from last year the training sessions she organises are invaluable! I know how much they have helped my confidence!   Fingers crossed that I get on 
the team again next year and thanks again to everyone who was there Leanne Conlon 
The teams were: 
The Berkeley Green: Elaine Gibbs, Sarah Bailey, Celia Gobey and Tamzin Soule  
The Berkeley Yellow: Sandra Jenkins, Linda Bohin, Fran Cawley and Sarah Colwill  
The Berkeley Foxes: Kathleen Griffiths, Sue Micklewright, Emma Turner and Leanne Conlon  

Novice Winter Show Jumping Qualifier  

Once a year a group of riders load their horses and neces-
sary items up (including passport!) to venture into the Black 
mountains of Wales for a long weekend of glorious riding & 
scenery. We take enough snacks, nibbles and sweets to 
feed an army, even though we are on a B&B deal of which 
the meals are not small. Also the obligatory alcohol! The 
return journey is much lighter! 
We arrive in time for a quick lunch, before a short afternoon 
ride to settle and stretch the horses after their journey. On 
Saturday we go for a 4+ hour ride and to get to the best 
places we hire a guide, who really enjoys coming out with us 
as she doesn’t get a cricked neck from having to check on 
her ride continually. We go for miles and enjoy some won-
derful open gallops, a certain TB usually in the lead! On 
Sunday morning we manage another 2 hour ride, pack up, 
leave our tired horses in the stables or field while we go for 
yet more food at the nearby pub. 
We stay at the farmhouse and provide our own entertain-
ment, lots of laughs, discussions, but most of all having 
quality time with our friends and horses. 
This was the first year I have been able to take my own 
horse,  and as he was only five and not used to going out in 
large groups I was not sure how he would cope. He travelled 
well in a strange lorry, with his new girlfriend, was very ex-
cited on the Friday afternoon ride, but once he'd got that out 
of his system he thoroughly enjoyed himself and we both 
had a fantastic time.  Kate Lingwood-White 



Booking a Rally: For  all rallies, please send your name, tel no., a list of rallies and post dated 
cheques (made payable to B&DRC with details on the back of each separate cheque) to the or-
ganisers.  Places will not be guaranteed unless cheques have been received at least one week 
before the rally date.  Insufficient cheques received one week before will result in the rally being 
cancelled.  Cancellations must be received at least one week prior to the rally; cheques will be 
cashed after this time unless places can be filled.  

Intro 
Date Venue Time 

Sat 2nd Mar Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 23rd Mar Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 6th April Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 4th May Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 18th May Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 1st June Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 22nd June Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Alex Peternell—Rallies on Wednesdays—see Facebook  

Venue by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Meehan 
Contact Jayne Meehan Cost £14 

Show Jumping —Cassie Price  
Date Venue Time 

Sun 31st Mar Acton Turville  GL9 1HB 10 and 11 am 

Sat 18th May Acton Turville  GL9 1HB 10 and 11 am 

Sun 30th June Acton Turville  GL9 1HB 10 and 11 am 

All heights catered for—request on booking the height you'd like 
Contact Kate Nichols Cost £14   

Show Jumping —Debbie Hill 
Date Venue Time 

Fri 15th Mar  Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Sat 23rd Mar EVENTERS TRAINING 
Summerhouse GL2 2RG 

11am 

Fri 19th April Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Wed 1st May Summerhouse GL2 2RG 6pm 

Fri 17th May Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Wed 5th June Summerhouse GL2 2RG 6pm 

Fri 14th June  Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Contact Jackie Grose Cost £15 

Safety Measure—Could all members ensure that when you attend rallies or other events that you either have on you or leave with the or-
ganiser/instructor  a contact number and any relevant medical information, so that in the event of an accident we can contact family or 

friends.  Riders will be required to wear a body protector at ALL cross country rallies. 

Flatwork/Jumping Helen James 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 3rd March  Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 2 and 3 pm 

Sat 13th April Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 11am, 12 & 1pm  

Thurs 18th April Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Thurs 9th May Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £14 

Thurs 13th June Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 6.30 and 7.30 pm 

Members Competitions 
Members Show Jumping :  
Sunday 24th March –CANCELLED 
Sunday 28th April 10am-12noon, Milbury Heath GL12 8QN  
Wed 22nd May, Wed 26th June, Wed 24th July 6.30pm Furze Down Farm BS32 4LE 
£3 per round, Contact Kate Nichols—see back page 
Whether you just want to go over poles on the ground or jump 3ft plus come and join 
us. Includes rosettes for clear rounds, and prizes. 

Members / Team Training Dressage:  
Location  TBC depends on where the hunt are meeting!, £15 Contact Joy Smart 
Sat 23rd Mar, Sun 21st April, Sun 19th May, Sun 2nd June -  10am onwards   
Pick a test, warm up and ride the test, discuss how to improve with the Amanda Ganley 
BD listed Judge, ride the test again. Test sheets for you to take away. 

Sam & Jo’s mystery Charity Fun Ride 
Meeting in Wotton-Under-Edge, these rides will be approx 10 miles long, for all capabili-
ties, in beautiful countryside, very little roadwork, routes will be different each ride.  
Riders will be limited numbers for safety so book in advance to guarantee a space. 
Sun 21st Apr, Sun 19th May 
Time Meet at 10.00 am, Venue: Shepherds Leaze, Wotton-U-Edge GL12 7ER £5 each, 
includes refreshments, all profits will be donated to charity 
Contact Jo Derham 07973 201722 derhamjp@aol.com 

Dressage —Kate Scott 
Date Venue Time 

Sat 9th March Milbury Heath GL12 8QN  10 and 11 am 

Sun 7th April Milbury Heath GL12 8QN  10 and 11 am 

Sun 26th May Milbury Heath GL12 8QN  10 and 11 am 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £14 

Sun 23rd June Milbury Heath GL12 8QN  10 and 11 am 

Rally Cheques to: 
Jayne Meehan—West End Grove, West End, Wickwar, South Glous, GL12 8LB 
Jackie Grose—2 Woodgrove Rd, Henbury, Bristol, BS10 7RE, 07502 129302-
jackie.grose@aol.com 
Karen Gobey—6 John Bevan Close, Uplands, Stroud, GL5 1UL, 07789072870, 
Karengobey@yahoo.co.uk 
Kate Nichols—Walnut Tree Cottage, Chaingate Lane, Iron Acton, BS37 9XN 

Give teams a go in 2013 
B&DRC is part of British Riding Clubs Area 9 and there will be Area 9 qualifiers run 
throughout 2013 giving everyone a chance to qualify for the British Riding Clubs 
Championships.  If you fancy giving teams a go, please email the relevant team man-
ager for more info about what is involved including potential training opportunities: 
Team managers: 
Sarah Colwill - Eventers Challenge & Eventing -  
fromevalleyfarmshop@tiscali.co.uk 
Joy Smart - Dressage - joysmart@smartrain.co.uk 
Michelle Hopton - Show Jumping -mhopton@deloitte.co.uk 
Linda Eadie—Combined Training—lindaeadie@googlemail.com  

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 
We need you to help us with rallies. 

Send your cheque ASAP. No cheque, No space 
Rally will be cancelled if not enough cheques are received 7 days before  

Eventing Team Training —Rachel Sheldon 
Date Venue Time 

Tues 7th May Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Tues 14th May Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Tues 21st May Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Tues 28th May Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Tues 4th June Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Tues 11th June Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Tues 18th June Poplars Farm, Frampton Cotterell BS36 2AR  6 and 7 pm 

Contact Sarah Colwill Cost £15 Spaces for non team riders on request 



Forthcoming Events 
Date Details Locations Contact 

Sun 28th April Badminton course walk £5 Badminton Liz Hill 

8th June One Day Event 
HELPERS NEEDED contact 
Helen Abraham 

West Littleton Michelle Hopton 
 

5th & 6th July  Non Residential Camp Manor Farm, Epney  Liz Hill 

Area 9 Qualifier and Championship Dates  

30-31st March Winter Championships Hartpury College  Joy Smart 

14th April  Eventers Challenge Qualifier 
in conjunction with Area 18  

Broadway  Sarah Colwill 

28th April Combined Training Qualifier  Rabson Manor Linda Eadie 

1st –2nd  June  Festival of the Horse  Aston-le-Walls  Nicky Walker 

16th June Dressage Qualifier  
(Prelim, Novice, Elem, Me-
dium, Riding Tests and Pairs)  

Rabson Manor Joy Smart 

23rd June Horse Trials Qualifier  West Wilts EC Sarah Colwill 

TBC Outdoor SJ & Dressage to 
Music  

TBC Michelle Hopton 
and Joy Smart 

2nd—4th Aug Horse Trials Championships Swalcliffe Park  Sarah Colwill 

7th –8th Sept National Championships Lincoln Michelle Hopton 
and Joy Smart 

14th-15th Sep GB TREC Championships Glanusk Park, Powys Nicky Walker 

5th –6th Oct Dressage to Music  
Championships 

Bury Farm Bucks Joy Smart 

TBC Hunter Trial Championships Eland Lodge,  
Derbyshire  

Sarah Colwill 

29th Sept BE80 BRC Championships    Brooksby Melton  
College  

Sarah Colwill 

21st Dec Olympia  Olympia  Joy Smart 

www.bdrc.org.uk 
Emails– If you are on email please let 

bdrc@hotmail.co.uk have your most up 
to date email address as we often send 

out updates by email. 
Newsletter Deadline 

Please can you send your items/articles 
to Noolie Gregory with any photos. The 

deadline for production of the next 
newsletter is 25th April 

10% Discount at—Pinkers, Jenny’s Tack Shop, and Stroud Saddlery (membership card needed) 
New for 2012—online discounts at NAF 

Your 2012 Pictures 

ᶲ President Mrs M MacDonald ᶲ Vice President Anne Brown 01454 60446 falfield@hotmail.com 

Chair Zillah Savage 0117 937 3424 d_z_savage@hotmail.com 

Secretary Nicky Walker 07734 076482 nicky.stonecroft@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Sophie Williams 07811 942840 sophie_goode@hotmail.com 

Membership Helen Abraham  07909 991044 habraham@westernpower.co.uk 

Newsletter Noolie Gregory 07960 009481 noolie.gregory@astrazeneca.com 

Rally Schedule Sam Parsons 07775 806364 atlanticopernicus@hotmail.co.uk 

Non Res Camp Liz Hill 07977 589348 elisabeth.hill@hotmail.co.uk 

Intro Jayne Meehan 07887 600110 jayne.meehan@btinternet.com 

Member SJ and 
Res camp 

Kate Nichols 07789 722116 mkatenichols@aol.com 

Res Camp Sue Micklewright  07854 123208 sue_micklewright@hotmail.co.uk 

Website Michelle Hopton 07768 323577 mhopton@deloitte.co.uk 

Committee Members and Contact Details 

Sian Coles—above 
with her new spotty 
foal and right at the 
B&D dressage day.  

Three of our 
equine mem-
bers enjoying 
a rare day of 
sunshine at 

their home at 
Leyland Court 

The Berkeley Hunt out in 
Itchington in the December 
Floods.  Kate Lingwood 
White had gone out to see 
how deep the water was & 
saw the tesco van stuck & 
not able to get to the farm to 
do a delivery , but the hunt 
just went round the vehicle & 
carried on.  


